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Middle Schools
and lunch tutorial. Clark Middle School is an integral partner 
in the continued development of the Mt. View arts and cul­
tural district.

Goldenview Middle School serves grades seven and eight. 
Goldenview’s mission is to strive for academic excellence, 
to unleash creative expression, to nurture personal char­
acter, and to support a sense of community. The curricula 
at Goldenview include math, science, language arts, social 
studies, physical education and elective offerings—both tra­
ditional and middle school alternative—in scope. Services for 
gifted, learning-disabled, and intensive needs special educa­
tion students are provided. Goldenview uses a middle school 
delivery model that is founded on the common middle school 
components of teaming, exploration, flexible scheduling, 
attention to the developmental needs of middle school stu­
dents, and transitioning between divisional levels.

Gruening Middle School provides students instruction in 
core subjects and physical education. Options for involve­
ment in remedial and enriched course work are provided in 
language arts, math and science. Exploratory opportunities 
in computers, music, technology, arts and crafts and world 
language are also provided. Development of basic skills in 
traditional academic areas is stressed. Students are provided 
opportunities to increase their awareness of career and lei­
sure time activities. Computer assisted instruction will be 
incorporated into each curricular area. Development of posi­
tive student attitude, self-worth, and behavior are a major 
focus. Articulation with the feeder elementary schools and 

the high school is emphasized as will be increased communi­
cation with the parents and the community.

Hanshew Middle School believes each student is a valued 
individual with unique physical, social, emotional and intel­
lectual needs. The staff at Hanshew advocates high expecta­
tions and is dedicated to providing a supportive and chal­
lenging learning environment for all students. Opportunities 
for success will be provided through instruction and experi­
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Middle Schools
life, Mears students learn to become productive citizens and 
lifelong learners.

Mirror Lake Middle School provides instruction to sixth- 
through eighth-grade students in the Anchorage School 
District. Students are enrolled in four required “core” courses, 
physical education, and electives. Advanced, music, fine arts, 
special education, bilingual, migrant and language immer­
sion opportunities are provided. Positive student behavior 
and daily attendance are stressed. Parent involvement is also 
a priority of the school. Mirror Lake is dedicated to providing 
a positive environment which promotes individual achieve­
ment and academic excellence through the development of 
student responsibility, good work habits, and technological 
opportunity. Through an integrated, team-based curriculum 
and application of that knowledge to daily life, Mirror Lake 
students learn to become productive citizens and lifelong 
learners.

Romig Middle School is a comprehensive middle school 
that supports students receiving traditional, Advanced, ELL, 
Special Education, Remedial and Accelerated services. Our 
mission is to create an environment where students and 
adults come together cooperatively to strive for academic 
achievement and social-emotional growth.  Our diverse com­
munity encourages responsibility, promotes honesty and 
cooperation, challenges students to seek an inter-cultural 
understanding, and empowers students to have respect in 
order to achieve success today and in the future. We incor­

porate the use of a team approach in the four core areas: 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies and Science. 
Students also take physical education and choose from a 
vast list of elective choices. Romig has a specialized program 
for all qualified Highly Gifted students as well as Russian and 
Spanish Immersion.  A newly added Career and Technical 
Education facility includes courses in Applied Technology, 
Family and Consumer Science, Computer Technology, Video 
Production, and School Business Partnerships.  Being co-
located with West High School allows our students to take 
advanced classes ag (en 14 576.4041 177.5 Tm
(­)Tj
ET
EMC 
/Span <<n(u)i)18 (ccs.  Be/Langor5.qsW3qa
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Middle Schools
Northern Lights ABC K-8 is highly structured and dedicated 
to academic excellence. ABC Schools seek to build a sense of 
responsibility, patriotism, citizenship, confidence, pride in 
accomplishment and a positive self-image within each child 
through academic achievement.

Steller Secondary School is an open optional school pro­
viding educational services for seventh and eighth grade 
students, as well as being home to a 9-12 high school. More 
specific information can be provided by contacting the school 
or High School Education, 742-4256.

Anchorage STrEaM Academy is a 6–8th grade charter school 
that is an interdisciplinary STEM-based program, focused on 
experiential learning.

Anchorage STrEaM Academy’s STEM-centered curriculum, 
augmented with a rigorous study in the humanities, employs 
an experiential approach to education. Learning within 
Anchorage STrEaM Academy is couched in research-based 
community projects and provides a vital link between learn­
ing targets and the students’ lives. 

By connecting students with their community and add­
ing much-needed relevance to the curriculum, Anchorage 
STrEaM Academy goes beyond measurable test results, chal­
lenging students to think critically and problem solve with 
confidence. 

Anchorage PAIDEIA CoOp School is a K-12 culture of aca­
demic innovation and adaptation, offering a personalized, 
customizable and blended learning plan for passion driven 

students and families. Students may take up to three classes 
at local ASD schools, attend small on-site core courses at 
PAIDEIA and register for local university courses Staff assists 
students in coordinating business partnerships, intern­
ships and mentorships. Teachers work collaboratively with 
parents and colleagues to design custom programs utilizing 
hundreds of online class options and several pre-approved, 
pre-arranged credit options for family-developed plans and 
life experiences. The program is enhanced with exploratories, 
field trips and customized cooperative groups.

Polaris K-12 School is Anchorage’s only brick and mortar 
school to have all grade levels from kindergarten to the senior 
year of high school. As an ASD alternative program, we differ 
in educational philosophy, grade level organization, student 
evaluation, curriculum, instructional methods, and student 
involvement. Our program is characterized by curricular inno­
vation along with basic skills development and allows for an 
integrated curriculum and multi-age group learning based on 
student interests, needs, and developmental levels. Students 
are participants in creating a rigorous curriculum that expos­
es them to 21st century skills, learning traditional academic 
standards, developing civic responsibilities and policies, 
while also meeting their personal educational interests. Our 
program is for students, parents/guardians and teachers who 
want an emphasis on self-directed learning and active partici­
pation in community.

/nlabc
/steller
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Middle Schools
Anchorage School District Middle Schools

Begich Middle School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           742-0500 
7440 Creekside Center Drive, Anchorage, AK  99504

Central Middle School of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                742-5100 
1405 E Street, Anchorage, Alaska  99501-5098

Clark Middle School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            742-4700 
150 S Bragaw Street, Anchorage, Alaska  99508-1398

Goldenview Middle School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      348-8626 
15800 Goldenview Drive, Anchorage, Alaska  99516-4924

Gruening Middle School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        742-3600 
16525 S. Birchwood Loop, Chugiak, AK 99567

Hanshew Middle School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        349-1561 
10121 Lake Otis Parkway, Anchorage, Alaska  99507-4298

Mears Middle School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            349-3332 
2700 West 100th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska  99515-2200

Mirror Lake Middle School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      742-3500 
22901 Lake Hill Drive, Chugiak, Alaska  99567-5584

Romig Middle School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           742-5200 
2500 Minnesota Drive, Anchorage, Alaska  99503-2398

Wendler Middle School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         742-7300 
2905 Lake Otis Parkway, Anchorage, Alaska  99508-4599

742

-
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http://maps.google.com/maps?q=15800+Golden+View+Drive++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99516&hl=en&sll=61.157082,-149.935355&sspn=0.008033,0.016029&t=h&hnear=15800+Golden+View+Dr,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99516&z=16
https://goo.gl/maps/P1k8rus68q7VfZQE6
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=10121+Lake+Otis+Parkway++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99507&hl=en&sll=61.307125,-149.548397&sspn=0.007994,0.016029&t=h&hnear=10121+Lake+Otis+Pkwy,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99507&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2700+W+100th+Avenue++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99515&hl=en&ll=61.129645,-149.930785&spn=0.00804,0.016029&sll=61.186659,-149.832659&sspn=0.008025,0.016029&t=h&hq=2700+W+100th+Avenue++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99515&radius=15000&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=22901+Lake+Hill+Drive++Chugiak,+Alaska+99567&hl=en&sll=61.129645,-149.930785&sspn=0.00804,0.016029&t=h&hnear=22901+Lake+Hill+Dr,+Chugiak,+Alaska+99567&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2500+Minnesota+Dr,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99509&hl=en&sll=61.194149,-149.855054&sspn=0.008023,0.016029&t=h&geocode=Ff3MpQMdUoEQ9w&hnear=2500+Minnesota+Dr,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99509&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2905+Lake+Otis+Parkway++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99508&hl=en&sll=61.24712,-149.691296&sspn=0.01602,0.032058&t=h&hnear=2905+Lake+Otis+Pkwy,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99508&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Girdwood+Elementary+School,+680+Hightower+Rd,+Girdwood,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99587&hl=en&sll=61.194864,-149.891034&sspn=0.008023,0.016029&t=h&geocode=FU5OogMdIn4c9w&hnear=Girdwood+Elementary+School,+680+Hightower+Rd,+Girdwood,+Alaska+99587&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2424+E+Dowling+Road++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99507&hl=en&sll=61.199859,-149.894102&sspn=0.008022,0.016029&t=h&hnear=2424+E+Dowling+Rd,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99507&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=6200+Ashwood+Street++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99507&hl=en&sll=61.239673,-149.79897&sspn=0.008012,0.016029&t=h&hnear=6200+Ashwood+St,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99507&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2508+Blueberry+Road++�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99503&hl=en&sll=61.1338,-149.833732&sspn=0.008039,0.016029&t=h&hnear=2508+Blueberry+Rd,+�ڶ�����,+Alaska+99503&z=16
https://goo.gl/maps/ViogmmG64kbY58GS9
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Middle School Requirements
6th Grade Planner

Fall

1. ________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________

Spring

1. ________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________

7th Grade Planner

Fall

1. ________________________________________________�

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________

Spring

1. ________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________
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Middle School Requirements
8th Grade Planner

Fall

1. ________________________________________________�

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________

Spring

1. ________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________
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Special Programs
The following are either local, state or federal programs designed to service the needs of particular students. Contact your 

school for specific qualifications, details or additional information. Not all courses or programs are offered at all schools at any one 
time.

Academic English Learner Program
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Prerequisites:  Eligibility with the English Learner Program

Academic STEM Innovations and Social Studies Infused 
courses offer students a platform for developing capacities 
and competencies in mathematical, scientific, engineering 

and/or Common Core literacy practices. Courses are 
designed to accelerate acquisition of the advanced, content-
specific, language and literacy practices for English learners. 

Highly Gifted at Romig MS
Grade level:  7,8 
Prerequisites:  Qualifying scores on the ASD Gifted Identification Matrix

The gifted program strives to guarantee each identified stu­
dent barrier-free full participation in learning. Students who 
need extension beyond the regular classroom are provided 
accelerated and enriched academic materials as well as the 

opportunity to discuss emotional needs. The middle school 
program currently offers sixth, seventh and eighth grade 
classes in language arts and science. 

Special Education
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Prerequisites:  Special Education Certification (IEP) in one or more subject areas

Special Education offers a wide range of courses designed 
to provide individualized instruction for students with an 
Individualized Educational Program (IEP) who require addi­
tional support and service in a specific special education 

course. These courses include, but are not limited to, math, 
reading and English. The student's IEP must specify that a 
student should attend any of these courses outside the gen­
eral education setting.
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Core Subjects
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Language Arts
Language Arts 6�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M0085 
Grade level:  6 
Length of course:  Year	  
Prerequisites:  None

This full-year Language Arts class offers a literature-based 
curriculum of four thematically organized units. Areas of 
instruction focus (reading, writing, grammar, vocabulary 
and media literacy) build students’ literacy skills. Students 
will engage in close observation and analysis, higher-order 
questioning, evidence-based writing, and academic conver­
sations. Students will be immersed in analysis, synthesis, and 

evaluation of a multitude of sources - providing opportunities 
to cultivate wondering and promote productive lingering. In 
conjunction with college and career readiness, students will 
compare, critique, debate, and build upon others’ ideas and 
arguments to advance their learning. This course, or its equiv­
alent, is required of all sixth-grade students in the Anchorage 
School District. 

Language Arts 6 Advanced������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ M0085ADV
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Language Arts
Language Arts 7�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M0120 
Grade level:  7 
Length of course:  Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  None

This full-year Language Arts class offers a literature-based 
curriculum of four thematically organized units. Areas of 
instruction focus (reading, writing, grammar, vocabulary, 
and media literacy) build students’ literacy skills. Students 
will engage in close observation and analysis, higher-order 
questioning, evidence-based writing, and academic conver­
sations. Students will be immersed in analysis, synthesis, and 

evaluation of a multitude of sources - providing opportunities 
to cultivate wondering and promote productive lingering. 
In conjunction with college and career readiness, students 
will compare, critique, debate, and build upon others’ ideas 
and arguments to advance their learning. This course, or its 
equivalent, is required of all seventh-grade students in the 
Anchorage School District.

Language Arts 7 Advanced������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ M0120ADV
Grade level:  7 
Length of course:  Year	  
Prerequisites:  Qualifying placement guidance provided within the Secondary MTSS Handbook.

This full-year Language Arts class offers a literature-based 
curriculum of four thematically organized units. Areas of 
instruction focus (reading, writing, grammar, vocabulary, and 
media literacy) are enriched through higher-level thinking 
and shared inquiry. Students will engage in close observation 
and analysis, higher-order questioning, evidence-based writ­
ing, and academic conversations. Students will be immersed 
in deep analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of a multitude 

of sources - providing extensive opportunities to cultivate 
wondering and promote productive lingering. In conjunction 
with college and career readiness, students will compare, 
critique, debate, and build upon others’ ideas and arguments 
to advance their learning. This course, or its equivalent, is 
required of all seventh-grade students in the Anchorage 
School District.
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Language Arts
Creative Writing ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ M9000, M9009
Grade level:  6,7,a BDC 
( )Tj
1(v)8 (el:
ele)0 Grade level: 6,7,a BDC 
( )Tj
1(v)8 (el:
ele)0 Grade level:



 2Middle Schools. . . . . . . .3Special Programs . . . .11Core Subjects . . . . . . . .12Electives . . . . . . . . . . . .43High School Graduation Requirements. . . . . . . .74Language ct sJournalism � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

M9008
Grade level: 6,7,8 
Length of course: Semester 
Prerequisites: None

Students with well­developed writing skills can enhance 
and enrich their abilities as they write articles, learn layout 

strategies and study journalism career possibilities. A school 
or team newspaper may be published from this class.

Literature–Genre Studies � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � M9101
Grade level: 6,7,8 
Length of course: Semester 
Prerequisites: None

Students will read and write extensively during a study of 
various genre, such as biography, drama, or multicultural 
literature.

Literature–Recreational Reading  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
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Language Arts
Writing Workshop������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M9887Q, M9887
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Quarter/Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

This course provides students with an opportunity to develop 
their own voice and writing style in a supportive setting. 
Students will experience and experiment with various genres 
through a combination of reading, analysis, drafting, revising 
and publishing completed drafts. Composition skills will be 

taught through the use of the writing process (including nar­
rative, expository, argument, and technical writing) to sustain 
and extend the writer's development.
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Math
Math 6 �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M1005
Grade Level:  6 
Length of Course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  Qualifying placement guidance provided within the Secondary MTSS Handbook.

Students will practice and improve their number sense, mea­
sure sense, and estimation skills. They will review and extend 
their arithmetic, calculator, and thinking skills by writing and 
solving number sentences that contain variables, identify 
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Physical Education/Health
Physical Education���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M6063, M6062, M6064
Grade Level:  6,7,8 
Length of Course:  Quarter/Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  None

P.E. is a required course for all students. Only students who 
have a physician-documented limitation may be excused 
from P.E. The activities offered are exploratory. The program 

offers a wide variety of individual, dual, and team activities. 
The program offers a wide variety of individual, dual, and 
team activities.

Physical/Health Education 6–8������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M6061SP
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  Special education certification (IEP)

Modified curriculum for Physical/Health, as required by 
students’ IEP. This course is designed to help students 
develop healthy habits and positive behavior, which may 
include team activities, individual/dual activity, aquatics 

and weight training. Topics covered may include nutrition, 
fitness, substance abuse, and sexuality education and stress 
management. 

Health 6��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M2076Q, M2076
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Science
Science 6���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M2012
Grade Level:  6 
Length of Course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  None

The focus of the sixth grade science class is ecosystems and 
energy. Through inquiry-based science, students discover 
the interactions in Alaskan ecosystems, and the energy trans­
formations Alaskans rely on to produce usable electricity. 

Students use process skills such as observation, building 
models, interpreting evidence and experimenting, collecting 
and analyzing data, and drawing conclusions.

Science 6 Advanced�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M2012ADV
Grade level:  6 
Length of Course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  Qualifying placement guidance provided within the Secondary MTSS Handbook.

The class covers similar content to Science 6, allowing stu­
dents to broaden their learning with more in depth studies 

and projects. Analysis of scientific data and higher order 
thinking skills are emphasized.

AC Science 6–8 ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M2001LS 
Grade level:  6,7,8  
Length of course:  Semester/Year  
Prerequisites:  Special Education Certification (IEP). 

This is an integrated, thematic program that teaches natu­
ral sciences through which common principles operate in 
relationship to one another. This is an alternate science 

curriculum for students enrolled in a Life Skills class as 
required by students’ IEP.
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Science
German Immersion Science 6 ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M2012GI
Grade Level:  6 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  German Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in German 
Immersion Language 6 and German Immersion Social Studies 6. 

This science course is a continuation of the German immer­
sion program at the Rilke Schule Charter School. The science 
content is representative of the district grade 6 science cur­
riculum. Through inquiry-based science, students investigate 
ecosystems and sources of energy using process skills such 

as observation, building models, interpreting evidence and 
experimenting, collecting and analyzing data, and drawing 
conclusions. This course is conducted in German, but stu­
dents are also taught appropriate English scientific terms. 

Integrated Science 7 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M2030
Grade level:  7 
Length of course:  Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  None

This is an integrated science course in which students explore 
areas of life science, computer science, and physics, using 
applied mathematics and technology. Emphasis is placed on 

scientific thought and reasoning coordinated with inquiry 
based laboratory experiences.

Integrourse:
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Science
German Immersion Science 7����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M2030GI
Grade Level:  7 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  German Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in German 
Immersion Language 7 and German Immersion Social Studies 7.

This science course is a continuation of the German immer­
sion program at the Rilke Schule Charter School. The science 
content is representative of the district grade 7 science cur­
riculum. Through inquiry-based science, students investigate 
areas of life science, computer science, and physics, using 

applied mathematics and technology. Emphasis is placed on 
scientific thought and reasoning coordinated with inquiry 
based laboratory experiences. This course is conducted in 
German, but students are also taught appropriate English 
scientific terms. 

Integrated Science 8 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M2052
Grade level:  8 
Length of course:  Semester/Year	  
Prerequisites:  None

This is an integrated science course in which students explore 
areas of chemistry, earth and space science, and life science. 

Emphasis is placed on scientific thought and reasoning coor­
dinated with inquiry based laboratory experiences.

Integrated Science 8 Advanced �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M2052ADV
Grade level:  8 
Length of course:  Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  Qualifying placement guidance provided within the Secondary MTSS Handbook.

The class covers similar content to Integrated Science 8, 
allowing students to broaden their learning with more in 

depth studies and projects. Analysis of scientific data and 
higher order thinking skills are emphasized.
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Science
German Immersion Science 8����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Science
Biology, Animals of the World���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9028
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

Students will learn about a variety of animals from all seven 
continents. They will utilize readings, research, computers, 

guest speakers, and videos. A final research project on an ani­
mal is required.

Biology, Freshwater Science������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ M9131, M9030
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Quarter/Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

This elective will introduce students to the basic concepts, 
terms, and theories as they relate to the ecological factors 
that influence, maintain, and adversely affect freshwater 

habitats. This will include the freshwater habitats for salmo­
nids that inhabit South Central Alaska.

Biology, Marine Science���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M9129, M9031
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Quarter/Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

This elective involves the study of the ocean and life therein. 
Primary focus is marine adaptations. Students investigate 

different regions and zones of the ocean and the life forms 
that exist in those locations.

Biology, Wildlife �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9033
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

This elective is an introduction to the ecosystems and wild­
life of Alaska. The course consists of topics that may include 
ecology and ecosystems; food chains, webs and pyramids; 

survival adaptations of both plants and animals; mammals/
marine mammals, fish, birds; and current issues of humans 
and wildlife. 
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Social Studies
1900 to the present. Students will use maps, globes, historical 
information, graphing, and problem solving skills for research 
studies. This course is conducted exclusively in Spanish. 

Students who are native speakers of Spanish are invited and 
encouraged to enroll in the two Spanish immersion courses.

Social Studies 7�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M3001
Grade level:  7 
Length of course:  Semester/Year	  
Prerequisites:  None

This course provides a survey of world physical and human 
geography, including a unit on Alaska geography. Spatial 
skills and various tools of geography are studied. Students 
are introduced to various cultures and explore the meaning 
of culture. Interrelationships and the interdependence of 

people in various physical settings will be stressed along with 
the geographic concepts of location, place, movement, and 
region. Students deepen their understanding of the develop­
ment of civilization, and the relationship between history and 
geography, through a study of Mesopotamia.

German Immersion Social Studies 7 ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M3001GI
Grade level:  7 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  German Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in German 
Immersion Language 7 and German Immersion Science 7.

This social studies course is a continuation of the German 
Immersion Program at Rilke Schule Charter School. Students 
will continue their study of German through content while 
increasing their German language skills. The social stud­
ies content will continue the study of the "Emergence of 
America" through examination of American and European 

history civics, and geography from the 1870's through the end 
of WWII. It will also emphasize the history of Alaska within this 
context. Particular attention will be paid to the political and 
physical geography of countries around the world involved 
in World Wars I and II. This course is conducted entirely in 
German.
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Social Studies
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Social Studies
Electives:

AC Consumer Economics  6–8��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M3007LS
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  Special Education Certification (IEP).

This course is designed as a transitional skills class for 
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Social Studies
World Cultures���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9047
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

How are dreams caught? What are sushi, chamoyu and 
Ikebana? Students will explore major cultures from the fol­
lowing world regions: Africa, Middle East, Asia, South America 

and North American natives through drawing, painting, 
sculpture, culinary art, language and mask making.
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Electives
These courses are approved curriculum in the specialty area. They have curriculums written and approved by the district. These 

courses are more “traditional” in nature and usually have instructors that are specialists in that particular elective area.

These courses meet student, parent and community needs. Their availability coincides with staffing. Due to the creativity and 
flexibility in design of these courses they will vary from year to year, program to program and school to school.

Electives are curriculum experiences designed to help students discover and/or examine learning related to their changing 
needs, aptitudes and interests. These are courses that are designed and implemented by the school and teaching staff at each 
school site to support and expand the regular curriculum.

Art. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  44

Career Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   46

Leadership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          50

Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               53

Other Electives. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       59

World Languages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     65

NOTE: Not all electives will be offered at all schools.
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Art
Art Exploratory �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9123
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

Students may elect to enroll in a semester long development 
of units in drawing, painting, printmaking, pottery and sculp­
ture. The program encompasses the four components of visu­
al arts education using the elements and principles of design 
as a point of departure. A variety of artists and cultures are 

introduced in relationship with the role visual art plays in his­
tory and cultures. Students learn to value their own art works 
with the same criteria used to analyze a master’s art works. 
They will be able to identify and investigate art and art relat­
ed careers in conjunction with introduced units of study.

Cultural Art ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9067
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None

In this elective, students can expect a wide variety of hands-
on projects along with reading and writing assignments. 

Students will learn to appreciate art diversity and cultural dif­
ferences in art expression.

Graphic Arts���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Career Technology
Business and Technology:

Intro to Computer Tech 6 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M8489
Grade level:  6
Length of course:  Quarter

Exploratory course focused on improving keyboarding speed 
and accuracy as well as learning about major internet safety 
topics (user names, predator awareness, cyberbullying, and 

social media profile settings). Website evaluation, copyright 
infringement, website citations, and career research are also 
covered.

Business Education Exploratory 6 �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M8504
Length of course:  Quarter

Exploratory course focused on introducing students to a 
variety of business concepts and skills. Students learn about 

entrepreneurship and leadership while emphasizing employ­
ability skills. 

Business Education 7 �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M8502
Grade level:  7
Length of course:  Semester

Business Education offers an opportunity to work towards 
keyboarding mastery and experience and practice the many 
facets of computer applications used in the business world. 

Emphasis is placed on career exploration and the develop­
ment of personal traits such as promptness, work habits, and 
individual responsibility

Computer Technology �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M8500
Grade level:  7, 8
Length of course:  Semester

This course emphasizes the foundational skills necessary 
for continued exploration and development in a variety of 
technical occupations. In this course, students are introduced 
to coding and logical problem solving skills, the use of office 

applications to develop professional documents and presen­
tations and graphic design tools used in creating marketing 
and promotional materials.

NOTE: Not all electives will be offered at all schools.
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Career Technology
Family and Consumer Science 8�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M8308
Grade level:  8
Length of course:  Semester

This course is an exploratory course emphasizing culinary, 
textiles and personal wellness. Students explore kitchen fun­
damentals, preparing nutritious meals and analyze dietary 

components of ingredients. Students will learn to use basic 
sewing techniques to stitch manually and on a machine.

Exploratory:

Career Adventures – INDE�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M8221
Grade level:  7
Length of course:  Semester

Students will be engaged in simulated, hands-on activities 
that provide exploration of their interests and abilities and 
the work habits and duties performed in a variety of careers 
in the high demand occupations for the future in Alaska. 

Students will experience and interact with industry profes­
sionals assigned to leading highly-interactive, simulated 
workplace tasks and responsibilities focused on the wide 
variety of the industrial trades and resource extraction. 

Career Adventures – HANDS �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M8220
Grade level:  7
Length of course:  Semester

Students will be engaged in simulated, hands-on activi­
ties that provide exploration of their interests and abilities 
and the work habits and duties performed in a variety of 
careers in the high demand occupations for the future in 
Alaska. Students will experience and interact with industry 

professionals assigned to leading highly-interactive, simulat­
ed workplace tasks and responsibilities focused on the wide 
variety of the health science, human services, business and 
technology.

NOTE: Not all electives will be offered at all schools.
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Leadership
CADFY���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9920
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  Application

This elective is dedicated to creating and supporting a 
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Music
Beginning Band�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M5603
Grade Level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  None

Beginning band is for students who wish to learn the fun­
damentals of music through playing a wind or percussion 
instrument. Correct breathing, tonguing, posture, proper 

care of the instrument and reading musical notation will be 
learned in a large group setting. Limited public performances 
may be required. 

Intermediate Band������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M5604, M5604S1, M5604S2
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  Beginning Band or director approval

This course is for students who wish to develop their per­
formance skills beyond the beginning level. Students will 
encounter a continuation of skills and fundamentals from 
beginning band with increasing emphasis on better tone 
production, good intonation, refinement of muscular 

coordination, experimentation in small ensembles, and 
memorization of scales in basic keys. Responsibilities of the 
individual within the large music ensemble will be stressed. 
Public performances will be required. 

Intermediate Band 2���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M5605
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  Beginning Band or director approval

This course is for students who wish to develop their perfor­
mance skills beyond intermediate band (level 1). Responsi­
bilities of the individual within the large music ensemble will 

be stressed. Public performances will be required. 

NOTE: Not all electives will be offered at all schools.
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Music
Advanced Band ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M5606, M5606S1, M5606S2
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester/Year 

 

Grade level:  6,7,8

Length: 6,7,8
Prerequisites: 6,7,8

This course is for students interested in performing and learn
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Music
Intermediate Orchestra Level 1����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M5665, M5665S1, M5665S2
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  Beginning Orchestra (sixth grade) or director approval

This course is for students who wish to develop their per­
formance skills beyond a fundamental level. Students will 
encounter a continuation of skills and fundamentals from 
beginning orchestra with increasing emphasis on better 
tone production, good intonation, refinement of muscular 

coordination, experimentation in small ensembles, and 
memorization of scales in basic keys. Responsibilities of the 
individual within the large music ensemble will be stressed. 
Public performances will be required. 

Intermediate Orchestra 2�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M5666
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Music
Beginning Guitar�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������





Welcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Middle Schools. . . . . . . .3

Special Programs . . . . 11

Core Subjects. . . . . . . . 12

Electives . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

High School Graduation 
Requirements. . . . . . . .74

   Table of 
Contents

59

Other Electives
AC Social Skills  6–8����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M9909LS
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  Special Education Certification (IEP).

This course is designed for students enrolled in the Life Skills 
class with an IEP and in learning a comprehensible approach 
to generalizing social skills, specifically: requesting, initiat­
ing and responding to peers, and/or adults, across various 

environments, both school and community based. Individual 
needs and concerns will be addressed on a student-by-stu­
dent basis as required by students’ IEP.

AC Career Awareness  6–8����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� M8960LS 
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  Special Education Certification (IEP).

This course is designated as a transitional skills class for 
students needing alternate curriculum enrolled in a Life 
Skills class. Students will participate in individual and group 

activities designed to develop and increase vocational skills 
at the middle school level. Emphasis will be on the vocational 
areas identified on the IEP. 
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Other Electives
Library Aide���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9051
Grade level:  7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  Application

This elective provides meaningful work experience in the field 
of education. The student may select only one aide program 

in any given semester. Applications are available in the office.

Office Aide �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9916
Grade level:  7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  Application

This elective provides meaningful work experience in the field 
of education. The student may select only one aide program 

in any given semester. Applications are available in the office.

Photography�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9089
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

This elective will focus on technical aspects of film-based 
photography, including manual camera operation, film pro­
cessing and darkroom work. Students will use manual 35mm 

cameras and examine the effects of different lenses, dia­
phragm settings and shutter speeds.

NOTE: Not all electives will be offered at all schools.
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Other Electives
PLTW Automation and Robotics�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9141
Grade level 6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  None

Automation and Robotics is a project-based foundation 
course where students trace the history and development 
of automation and robotics. They learn about structures, 
energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control 

systems. Students acquire knowledge and skills in engineer­
ing problem solving and explore requirements for careers in 
engineering.

PLTW Design and Modeling���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9142
Grade level 6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisites:  None 

Design and Modeling is a project-based foundation course 
where students learn the design process and how to use the 
process to solve problems. Students learn solid modeling and 
how it has influenced their lives. Students also learn sketch­
ing techniques and use descriptive geometry as a component 

of design, measurement, and computer modeling. Using the 
design process, students brainstorm, research, develop ideas, 
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Other Electives
Sign Language ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M9918 
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester 
Prerequisite:  None 

Students will be introduced to Signed English and/or 
American Sign Language. Students will learn the sign lan­
guage alphabet, numbers, and a basic sign vocabulary. There 

will be awareness discussions regarding Deaf culture in 
America. 

Strategies of Success������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
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Other Electives
Transition Strategies������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ M9117, M9092, M9125
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Quarter/Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  None

This elective is designed to address the transitional needs 
of students as they enter middle school and as they pre­
pare to enter high school. The course will focus on building 
Developmental Assets for success, team building activities, 

learning to learn strategies, career exploration, various per­
formance-based assessments, conflict resolution/mediation 
skills, etc. At the eighth grade level, special attention will be 
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World Languages
Chinese 1 A�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M7109
Grade level:  7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  None

Students are active participants in learning experiences 
which encourage confidence and proficiency in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing of Chinese. Units of study inte­
grate the culture of China introduce meaningful vocabulary 

centered around thematic topics such as school, city and 
family life, body, food, clothing, numbers, telling time, place, 
and sports. Basic grammatical structures are introduced to 
support the developing writing skills.

Chinese 1 B�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M7110
Grade level:  .ctualText<FEFFFFFD>>> BDC 
( )Tj
EMC 
(.)Tj
/Span< 3 
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World Languages
French 1 B�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4406
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World Languages
German Immersion Language 6������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4209GI
Grade level:  6 
Length of course:  .�.�.�.�. . . . . . . .þò_ý
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World Languages
German Immersion Language 8������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4211GI
Grade level:  8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  German Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also enroll in German Immersion 
Social Studies 8 and German Immersion Science 8.

This German language arts course is a continuation of the 
German immersion program at Rilke Schule Charter School. 
Students will increase and refine their communication skills 
in German through conversation, vocabulary building, gram­
mar, composition in German through conversation, vocabu­
lary, grammar, composition and appropriate world literature. 

Thematic units of study integrating social studies content, 
including culture and the arts from German-speaking coun­
tries will supplement this rich language-learning environ­
ment for students. This course is conducted exclusively in 
German.

Japanese 1 A�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4705
Grade level:  7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  None

Students are active participants in learning experiences 
which encourage confidence and proficiency in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing of Japanese. Units of study 
integrate the culture of Japan and its influence in the United 
States and introduce meaningful vocabulary centered around 

thematic topics such as school, city and family life, body, 
food, clothing, numbers, telling time, place, and sports. Basic 
grammatical structures are introduced to support the devel­
oping writing skills.

Japanese 1 B�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4706
Grade level:  7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  Japanese 1 A or teacher recommendation

Students continue to develop and expand their profi­
ciency skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing of 

Japanese with more in-depth study of the Japanese culture. 
Communicative activities in Japanese will involve students 

NOTE: Not all electives will be offered at all schools.
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World Languages
in a variety of practical situations for further develop­
ment of the oral and written language including additional 

grammatical structures in preparation for level II high school 
language course.

Japanese Immersion Language 7 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4707JI
Grade level:  7 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  Japanese Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in Japanese 
Immersion Social Studies 7. This is a required course for the Japanese Immersion Program.

This language course is for students who have participated 
in an elementary Japanese immersion program or are 
native speakers of Japanese who are bilingual and biliter­
ate. Students will increase and refine their communication 
skills in Japanese through conversation, vocabulary building, 

grammar, composition, and appropriate Japanese literature. 
Thematic units of study integrating culture and the arts from 
various Japanese-speaking countries will supplement this 
rich language learning environment for students.

Japanese Immersion Language 8 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4708JI
Grade level:  8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  Japanese Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in Japanese 
Immersion Social Studies 8. This is a required course for the Japanese Immersion Program.

This Japanese language course and the immersion Japanese 
social studies course are the continuation of the Japanese 
Immersion Program. In this course students will increase 
and refine their communication skills in Japanese through 
conversation, vocabulary building, grammar, composition 
and appropriate Japanese literature. Thematic units of study 

integrating culture and the arts from Japan will supplement 
this rich language-learning environment for students. This 
course is conducted exclusively in Japanese. Students who 
are native speakers of Japanese are also invited and encour-
aged to enroll in the two Japanese immersion courses.

NOTE: Not all electives will be offered at all schools.
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World Languages
Russian 1 A�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4605
Grade level:  7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  None

Students are active participants in learning experiences 
which encourage confidence and proficiency in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing of Spanish. Units of study inte­
grate the culture of countries where Russian is spoken and 
introduce meaningful vocabulary centered around thematic 

topics such as school, city and family life, body, food, cloth­
ing, numbers, telling time, place, and sports. Basic gram­
matical structures are introduced to support the developing 
writing skills.

Russian 1 B�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4606
Grade level:  7,8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisites:  Russian 1 A or teacher recommendation

Students continue to develop and expand their profi­

 .�.�.�.�
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World Languages
Thematic units of study integrating social studies content, 
including culture and the arts from Russia will supplement 
this rich language-learning environment for students. This 

course is conducted exclusively in Russian. Students who are 
native speakers of Russian are also invited and encouraged to 
enroll in the two Russian immersion courses. 

Russian Immersion Language 8������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4611RI
Grade level:  8 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  Russian Immersion 7 or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in Russian Immersion Social 
Studies 8. This is a required course for the Russian Immersion Program.

This Russian language course and the immersion Russian 
social studies course are the continuation of the Russian 
Immersion Program. In this course students will increase 
and refine their communication skills<</Lang [hon Prase 
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World Languages
Spanish 1 B ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������M4006, M4006S1, M4006S2
Grade level:  6,7,8 
Length of course:  Semester/Year 
Prerequisites:  Spanish 1 A or teacher recommendation

Students continue to develop and expand their proficiency 
skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing of Spanish 
with more in-depth study of the Hispanic/Latino culture. 
Communicative activities in Spanish will involve students in a 

variety of practical situations for further development of the 
oral and written language including additional grammatical 
structures in preparation for level II high school language 
course.

Spanish Immersion Language 6������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ M4001SI
Grade level:  6 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  Spanish Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in Spanish 
Immersion Social Studies 6.

This Spanish language course and the immersion Spanish 
social studies courses are the continuation of the district’s 
Spanish immersion programs at Chugiak Elementary. 
Students will increase and refine their communication 
skills in Spanish through conversation, vocabulary building, 
grammar, composition and appropriate Spanish literature. 

Thematic units of study integrating social studies content, 
including culture and the arts from Spanish will supplement 
this rich language-learning environment for students. This 
course is conducted exclusively in Spanish. Students who are 
native speakers of Spanish are also invited and encouraged to 
enroll in the two Spanish immersion courses.

Spanish Immersion Language 7������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ M4002SI
Grade level:  7 
Length of course:  Year 
Prerequisite:  Spanish Immersion Program or teacher recommendation. Students must also be enrolled in Spanish 
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World Languages
Spanish literature. Thematic units of study integrating social 
studies content, including culture and the arts from Spanish 
will supplement this rich language-learning environment for 
students. This course is conducted exclusively in Spanish. 

Students who are native speakers of Spanish are also invited 
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High School Graduation Requirements
Current graduation requirements can be found at www.asdk12.org/students/graduation.
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