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The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (“the Standards”) are 
the culmination of an extended, broad-based e!ort to fulfill the charge issued 
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They demonstrate independence.
Students can, without significant sca!olding, comprehend and evaluate 
complex texts across a range of types and disciplines, and they can construct 
e!ective arguments and convey intricate or multifaceted information. Likewise, 
students are able independently to discern a speaker’s key points, request 
clarification, and ask relevant questions. They build on others’ ideas, articulate 
their own ideas, and confirm they have been understood. Without prompting, 
they demonstrate command of standard English and acquire and use a 
wide-ranging vocabulary. More broadly, they become self-directed learners, 
e!ectively seeking out and using resources to assist them, including teachers, 
peers, and print and digital reference materials.

They build strong content knowledge.
Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of subject matter 
by engaging with works of quality and substance. They become proficient 
in new areas through research and study. They read purposefully and listen 
attentively to gain both general knowledge and discipline-specific expertise. 
They refine and share their knowledge through writing and speaking.

They respond to the varying demands of audience, task, purpose, 
and discipline.
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How to Read This Document

Overall Document Organization
The Standards comprise three main sections: a comprehensive K–5 section 
and two content area–specific sections for grades 6–12, one for ELA and one 
for history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. Three appendices 
accompany the main document.

Each section is divided into strands. K–5 and 6–12 ELA have Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening, and Language strands; the 6–12 history/ social studies, 
science, and technical subjects section focuses on Reading and Writing. Each 
strand is headed by a strand-specific set of College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards that is identical across all grades and content areas.

Standards for each grade within K–8 and for grades 9–10 and 11–12 follow the 
CCR anchor standards in each strand. Each grade-specific standard (as these 
standards are collectively referred to) corresponds to the same-numbered 
CCR anchor standard. Put another way, each CCR anchor standard has an 
accompanying grade-specific standard translating the broader CCR statement 
into grade-appropriate end-of-year expectations.

Individual CCR anchor standards can be identified by their strand, CCR status, 
and number (R.CCR.6, for example). Individual grade-specific standards can 
be identified by their strand, grade, and number (or number and letter, where 
applicable), so that RI.4.3, for example, stands for Reading, Informational Text, 
grade 4, standard 3 and W.5.8 rnding, Inf(6ed b)25ng, Writi 
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Writing Standards K–5 
The following standards for K–5 o!er a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery2it205 o
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Writing Standards K–5 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 6–12 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the 
end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. 
The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad standards, the latter 
providing 
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Language Standards 6–12  
The following standards for grades 6–12 o!er a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and 
understandings mastered in preceding grades. Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher 
grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk (*). See the table on page 56 for a complete listing and 
Appendix A for an example of how these skills develop in sophistication.









56
   

 | 
  6

-1
2 

| E
N

G
LI

S
H

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E

 A
R

TS
 | 

LA
N

G
U

A
G

E

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS & LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE, AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS

Language Progressive Skills, by Grade
The following skills, marked with an asterisk (*) in Language standards 1–3, are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher grades as they are applied 
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Texts Illustrating the Complexity, Quality, and Range of Student Reading 6–12
Literature: Stories, Dramas, Poetry Informational Texts: Literary Nonfiction

6–8

Á Little Women by Louisa May Alcott (1869)

Á The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain (1876)

Á “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost (1915)

Á The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper (1973)

Á Dragonwings by Laurence Yep (1975)

Á Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor (1976)

Á “Letter on Thomas Jefferson” by John Adams (1776)

Á Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave by 
Frederick Douglass (1845)

Á “Blood, Toil, Tears and Sweat: Address to Parliament on May 13th, 
1940” by Winston Churchill (1940)

Á Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann 
Petry (1955)

Á Travels with Charley: In Search of America by John Steinbeck (1962)

9–10

Á The Tragedy of Macbeth by William Shakespeare (1592)

Á “Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley (1817)

Á “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe (1845)

Á “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry (1906)

Á The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck (1939)

Á Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (1953)

Á The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara (1975)

Á “Speech to the Second Virginia Convention” by Patrick Henry (1775)

Á “Farewell Address” by George Washington (1796)

Á “Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln (1863)

Á “State of the Union Address” by Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1941)

Á “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr. (1964)

Á “Hope, Despair and Memory” by Elie Wiesel (1997)

11–
CCR

Á “Ode on a Grecian Urn” by John Keats (1820)

Á Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë (1848)

Á “Because I Could Not Stop for Death” by Emily Dickinson (1890)

Á The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (1925)

Á Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston (1937)

Á A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry (1959)

Á The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (2003)

Á Common Sense by Thomas Paine (1776)

Á Walden by Henry David Thoreau (1854)

Á “Society and Solitude” by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1857)

Á “The Fallacy of Success” by G. K. Chesterton (1909)

Á Black Boy by Richard Wright (1945)

Á “Politics and the English Language” by George Orwell (1946)

Á “Take the Tortillas Out of Your Poetry” by Rudolfo Anaya (1995)

Note: Given space limitations, the illustrative texts listed above are meant only to show individual titles that are representative of a range of topics and genres. 
(See Appendix B for excerpts of these and other texts illustrative of grades 6–12 text complexity, quality, and range.) At a curricular or instructional level, 
within and across grade levels, texts need to be selected around topics or themes that generate knowledge and allow students to study those topics or 
themes in depth.


















